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says Mooney, who now serves on Reading Power’s
board of directors. “Sometimes the best tutoring
happens when you say nothing and just let the
student read.”
Although Hartley — now a 6’3,” 17-year-old
— may be slightly hazy on the precise details of
his first-of-many tutoring sessions with Mooney
10 years ago, he’s crystal clear on the profound
impact the relationship had on his life.
“My participation in Reading Power changed
the whole culture in our home,” Hartley says. “Yes,
I got reading homework, but my parents got
reading homework, too. We all started reading.
“Even today, we’re always reading.”
After finishing at South School, Hartley attended Learn 6 Charter School in North Chicago
before gaining admission as a Class of 2019
student to the highly selective NSCDS.
Still in touch after all these years, Hartley and
Mooney will team up again this fall at Reading
Power’s 15th-year anniversary fundraiser at Highland Park Country Club on October 18 (6-10
p.m.)
The event will feature a reception, a book
signing and a presentation, where Hartley will
share his experience with Reading Power ahead
of the evening’s featured guest speaker, Beth Ann
Fennelly, poet-laureate of Mississippi and author Justin Hartley and his Reading Power tutor, Melinda Mooney of Lake
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“I can think of no deeper,
more lasting, more magical
gift to give a child than the
gift of reading,” Fennelly says
in a statement posted on
Reading Power’s website. “To
take a story into oneself; to
look through the eyes of
another, to practice taking
another’s perspective, to gain
empathy and social awareness
— these are skills that change
lives, that ameliorate the
wounds of the world.”
Since 2003, Reading Power
has provided one-to-one tutoring to more than 2,500
children, who struggled to
read and write. While
Reading Power students
typically begin a school year
far behind their peers, data
show they quickly catch up.
In the 2016-2017 school
year, Reading Power first
grade students made six-fold
gains, second graders five-fold
and kindergartens three-fold
compared to their non-tutored
classmates.
“We firmly believe that the
earliest intervention is the best

intervention,” says Mooney, a Reading Power volunteer for more than 10 years.
Mooney adds that Reading Power diﬀerentiates
itself from other early intervention programs
through its professionally developed, researchedbased curricula. Reading Power’s site coordinators
work closely with classroom teachers to ensure that
reading plans are individualized daily for each
student. Volunteers go through a rigorous training
process and work with students during the school
day as many as three to five times a week in a
dedicated, onsite Reading Power classroom.
“One of the keys to Reading Power’s success is
consistency,” Mooney explains. “Tutors share notes
on a student. Homework, along with sight word
practice, is given every night.”
Hartley enjoys reading memoirs and autobiographies today, and he recently completed an independent study in English. In addition to school
work and college applications, he is hard at work
writing a memoir, chronicling the story of his parents’
arrival in the United States and “the facets” of his
life — like Reading Power — that shaped the person
he is today.
“Isn’t he an impressive young man?” a beaming
Mooney says of Hartley’s plans for the future.
“I’m so proud of his journey.”
To purchase tickets to Reading Power’s 15th Anniversary Celebration on October 18, or for more information about becoming a Reading Power tutor, please visit
readingpowerinc.org.

Oh, thank haven
House In The Wood camp provides safe natural environment removed from urban life
BY JULIE KEMP PICK
THE NORTH SHORE WEEKEND

In the 1970s Steve Mondrowski grew up in a
rough Chicago neighborhood.
How dangerous was it?
As soon as the sun set, many parents in the area
ushered their children inside and locked the doors.
When Mondrowski, now a Highland Park resident,
was 10, he had the opportunity to attend House In
The Wood summer camp. Not only was he exposed
to fishing, swimming and boating, but he also had
the freedom to enjoy outdoor evening activities, including Capture the Flag.
Mondrowski says he went from survival of the
fittest and always looking over his shoulder to learning to trust others and work as a member of a team.
House In The Wood, a Northwestern Settlement
program, hosts 400 children from Chicago’s neediest
and most violent neighborhoods at a summer camp
in Wisconsin and helps almost 1,100 children yearround through STEM-based outdoor education
programs for Chicago elementary and high schools.
“The camp allowed me, as a young kid growing
up in the city, to see that there was a whole diﬀerent
world out there,” Mondrowski says of the summer
escape to Delavan Lake, Wisconsin. “I also learned
how to respect nature and a lot about teamwork.”
The mission of House In The Wood camp is to
nurture, educate and inspire youth. The Northwestern Settlement has been oﬀering camping experiences to Chicago youth since 1897, but the camping
program escalated considerably in 1910, when House
In The Wood was founded.
The nonprofit will hold its 2018 House In The
Wood Gala October 13 at Venue Six10 in Chicago.
“House In The Wood is not a typical camp, as it’s
a critically important program serving one of Chicago’s most vulnerable populations,” North Shore
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Board of Northwestern Settlement President Alice
Schaﬀ says. “It’s rewarding to know that at House
In The Wood camp, children discover a safe and
nurturing environment where they can get away from
the stresses of urban life to learn, grow and just be
kids.”
Inspired by the six joyful years he spent at House
In The Wood camp, Mondrowski purchased a home
near Delavan Lake, where he enjoys taking his wife
of 25 years, their 14-year-old son and 8-year-old
daughter to reminisce about his experiences.
Mondrowski started as a camper in the early 1970s,
and he worked as a kitchen boy assisting in the
preparation of meals for the campers before becoming a counselor at 16. He says the camp food was
probably better than most of the food he ate at home.
Mondrowski recalls how excited he was when he
moved to the new cabins during his second year at
the camp. The new cabins were built around 1973,
housing about 60 kids.
“The cabins were beautiful, compared to the old
building,” he says.
In addition to the water activities at the camp,
Mondrowski also enjoyed playing football, baseball
and basketball. He stopped attending the camp
because of his family’s move to a western suburb.
“I’m excited that the camp is still thriving and
bringing joy to so many well-deserving kids,” Mondrowski says.
Nearly a decade before Mondrowski’s first House
In The Wood camp experience, Chicagoan Maryanne
Jakubowski — at the age of 10, in 1966 — began
the first of her three sojourns at the camp. She suﬀered
initially, from homesickness, but care packages from
her mom helped the healing process.
Among her fondest camp memories was learning
how to swim. Time spent near the lake also thrilled
her. One of her favorite activities was singing songs
after dinner in the mess hall; she still sings some of
them to her grandchildren. Jakubowski notes “Heads,
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Shoulders, Knees and
Toes” ranks No. 1 on her
list of top camp songs.
Jakubowski never saw
any of the campers again,
but she and a fellow
camper became pen pals
— and remained ones for
10 years.
When Jakubowski
and her husband became
empty nesters 15 years
ago, they drove to Wisconsin to see the camp.
It wasn’t how she had
remembered it.
“Now there are so
many more buildings,
along with the recreation
Campers flank a counselor at House in the Wood in Wisconsin.
center,” she says.
During the school year,
a young Jakubowski also
to include a nature center and upgraded cabins and
participated in an after-school program — a weekly dining facilities.”
arts and crafts class — at Northwestern Settlement.
The 2017 House In The Wood Gala raised more
Jakubowski’s recollection of her childhood versus than $510,000 for the camp. Schaﬀ says the board
Mondrowski’s is quite diﬀerent.
has a similar goal this year.
“I didn’t realize my parents were poor growing up,” “I love volunteering beside friends who share my
Jakubowski says. “I also never realized how important determination to open doors to better futures for
the Settlement House was to the neighborhood.
children,” she adds.
“I strived to make a better life for my kids.”
North Shore Board of Northwestern President
The 2018 House In The Wood Gala, a black-tie-opSchaﬀ has been aﬃliated with the board for 10 years. tional aﬀair, will be held October 13 with a VIP recepVolunteering for it, as well as seeing the positive tion at 5:30 p.m. at Venue Six10, 610 S. Michigan
impact the camp has on wide-eyed children, moves Avenue, Chicago. The gala will feature live music by The
her.
North 41, food, craft cocktails by Tito’s and a benefit
“Our board’s mission has gone from funding a auction to open doors to better futures for children at
traditional summer camp serving children to oﬀering Northwestern Settlement’s award-winning House In
year-round outdoor education programs for Chicago The Wood camp.
school children,” says Schaﬀ, a Wilmette resident. “Our facilities have expanded and improved
For more information visit northshoreboard.org.
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